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Sermons consist in recommending moral Duties to the People, and Charity
towards one another, but particularly to the Church, by which Acts it
subsists; and, after the Pnests Benediction, every one goes to an Image,
and kisses it, or bows to it, and marches off in good Order They have
Morning and Evening Prayers, and sing Anthems. They visit the Sick,
and pray for the Dead, and accompany the Corps to the funeral Pile, and
sing Obsequies. They go to Weddings, and make Sacrifices for the Pros-
perity of the Bridegroom and Bride, but have no Hand in joyning them
together

Marriages are theie made up by Parents or near Relations, without
the Consent of the Parties to be married, for that Reason they are com-
monly married very young, but, if they are come to the Years of Discretion
or Maturity, then the Spark gets some female Friend to acquaint his
Mistris with his Passion for her, and if she will permit a Visit from him,
the Bargain is as good as made The civil Magistrate with them officiates
the Priest's Part with us, and when once they are married, they seldom
sue for a Divorce, which is very hard to procure, except in Case of In-
sufficiency in the Man, or Barrenness in the Woman, for Adultery, in
either Party, is not reckoned infamous; and Fornication is either allowed
or tolerated.

The Children are carefully educated in Schools by Priests set apart for
that Service, and it is rare to find a Siamer but who can write. After
Schooling, they are put to such Callings as suit best with their Genius and
Quality: And there is generally a reciprocal Harmony between Parents
and Children. The Children are obedient, and the Parent indulgent. In
Childhood and Youth the Parent furnishes the Child with what is necessary,
and in old Age the Child supplies all the Wants of his Parent, as far as
he is able. In Marriages they make no Account of Consanguinity, farther
than between Father and Daughter, Mother and Son, and Sister and
Brother; all other Degrees are lawful.

And now it is Time to steer my Course to the Southward again as far as
Cambodia. Coasting along Shore, the first Place we meet with is Bankasqy.,
a Place not frequented by Strangers, tho' it produces much Agala and
Sapan-woods, and Elephants Teeth; but all are sent to the King, who, for
all his gaudy Titles, yet stoops to play the Merchant. I suppose he makes
Use of Trading in Honour of his Kinsman Mercury, who superintends
Merchandizing, but was never reckoned a fair Dealer, and in that Point
the King is nearly related to him: But Bankasoy is famous, chiefly for
making Balhchang, a Sauce made of dried Shrimps, Cod-pepper, Salt and
a Sea Weed or Grass, all well mixed, and beaten up to the Consistency